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1 . SUMMARY. THERE ARE ONLY A FEW AMERICAN COMPANIES IN 
BANGLADESH AND THE RANGE AND VOLUME OF THEIR BUSINESS HERE 
ARE LIMITED. NEVERTHELESS AMERICAN COMPANIES AND THEIR 
EXECUTIVES AND SPOUSES PERFORM COMMUNITY SERVICE ACTIVITIES 
WHICH REFLECT CREDIT ON THE U.S. AND U.S. BUSINESS. END 
SUMMARY. 

2. ONLY THREE U.S. COMPANIES CURRENTLY HAVE MANUFACTURING 
OPERATIONS IN BANGLADESH. SEVERAL OTHER FIRMS HAVE PERMA- 
NENT ESTABLISHMENTS HERE WHICH PROVIDE ENGINEERING, DIS- 
TRIBUTION AND OTHER SERVICES; A FEW ARE HERE ON TEMPORARY 
CONSULTING CONTRACTS. BOTH EXPATRIATE AND BANGLADESHI 
EXECUTIVES OF U.S. FIRMS AND SPOUSES OF AMERICAN PERSONNEL 
ARE ACTIVE IN COMMUNITY AFFAIRS NOT ASSOCIATED WITH COM- 
PANY BUSINESS. SIGNIFICANT EXAMPLES FOLLOW: (1) A 

U.S. CONSULTING ENGINEERING FIRM. ESTABLISHED IN DACCA 
FOR 15 YEARS. HAS GIVEN FREE ENGINEERING ADVICE AND 
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ASSISTANCE TO SEVERAL EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN 
CONNECTION WITH SCHOOL BUILDING REPAIR AND CONSTRUC- 
TION PROGRAMS; (2) A U.S. COMPANY WHICH MANUFACTURES 
PHARMACEUTICALS IN DACCA HAS, IN COOPERATION WITH THE 
GOVERNMENT'S HORTICULTURAL SERVICE, PLANTED THE EXTEN- 
SIVE AREA AROUND ITS FACTORY WITH NEW VARIETIES OF 
FRUITS AND VEGETABLES. TRAINING IS OFFERED TO BANGLA 
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DESHI EMPLOYEES IN GARDENING AND THE COMPANY HAS 

ASSISTED THEM IN ESTABLISHING MARKET GARDEN PLOTS AT 

THEIR HOMES IN THE SURROUNDING COMMUNITY TO PROVIDE SUPPLEMENTARY 

FOOD AND INCOME. THE BANGLADESHI MANAGING DIRECTOR OF THE SAME U.S. 

COMPANY HAS WORKED ACTIVELY WITH BANGLADESHI SCIENTISTS 

TO DEVELOP MARKETABLE FABRICS MADE OF MIXTURES OF JUTE, 

WOOL AND COTTON AND HAS SUPPORTED RESEARCH IN THIS 
AREA; (3) ANOTHER U.S. PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 
COMPANY IN BANGLADESH IS ORGANIZING BASIC HEALTH TRAIN- 
IN CLASSES AT THE VILLAGE LEVEL IN SOME AREAS. AL- 
THOUGH THESE CLASSES ARE DESIGNED TO ENHANCE SALES OF 
THE COMPANY’S PRODUCTS - THE TEACHERS ARE LOCAL PHAR- 
MACISTS - THERE ARE GENERAL BENEFITS IN THE FORM OF 
INCREASED AWARENESS OF HEALTH AND HYGIENE. 

3. IN GENERAL, U.S. COMPANIES ARE RELUCTANT TO ENTER 
PERMANENT, INSTITUTIONALIZED COMMUNITY SERVICE 
ACTIVITIES. BECAUSE OF THE EXTREME SHORTAGES OF 
AND IMMENSE NEED FOR SOCIAL SERVICES OF ALL KINDS, 

AND THE WEAKNESS OF GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. COMPANIES 
FEAR THAT COMMITMENTS TO PROVIDE SUCH SERVICES TO THE 
PUBLIC COULD BECOME UNMANAGEABLE. THUS EXCEPT FOR 
PROGRAMS FOR THEIR OWN EMPLOYEES, COMPANIES PREFER 
AD HOC PUBLIC SERVICE ACTIVITIES. 

4. AMERICAN AND BANGLADESHI EXECUTIVES IN U.S. FIRMS 
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HERE ARE VERY ACTIVE IN COMMUNITY SERVICE ORGANIZA- 
TIONS SUCH AS ROTARY, WHICH ENGAGE IN EXTENSIVE PUBLIC 
SERVICE AND CHARITABLE FUND-RAISING ACTIVITIES. 

ROTARY, FOR EXAMPLE, PROVIDES GENEROUS SUPPORT FOR THE 
CHESHIRE HOME FOR DISABLED CHILDREN AND ORGANIZES 
TRAVELING EYE CLINICS FOR THE RURAL AREAS. U.S. COM 
PANIES ALSO CONTRIBUTE TO OTHER PRIVATE BANGLADESHI 
CHARITABLE, EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS ON 
AN AD HOC BASIS. 

5. SPOUSES OF U.S. BUSINESSMEN IN BANGLADESH ARE 
VERY ACTIVE IN CHARITABLE AND WELFARE ORGANIZATIONS 
SUCH AS THE DACCA AMERICAN WOMEN'S CLUB (DAWC) AND 
THE WOMEN'S VOLUNTARY ASSOCIATION (WVA). THESE USE- 
FUL ACTIVITIES DESERVE SPECIAL MENTION. 
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